
DRAFTOFMINUTESOFREGULARMEETINGOFTHEBOARDOFTRUSTEESOFTHEVILLAGEOF
BRONXVILLEHELDONMAY9 2005ATVILLAGEHALL 200PONDFIELDROAD BRONXVILLE
NY

PRESENT MaryC MarvinMayor

FrankV Sica
GlennD Bellitto
RobertS Underhill
AnneW PoormanTrustees

ALSOPRESENT NedW BranthoverVillageCounsel
HaroldPorrIIIVillageAdministrator
RoccoCircostaSuperintendentofPublicWorks
BrianM DowneyChiefofPolice
VincentPici PE SuperintendentofBuildings
RobertJ FelsVillageTreasurer
WilliamJ MurphyParkingCommissioner

MayorMarvincalledthemeetingtoorderat700pm Themayoraskedforamotionto
enterexecutivesessiontodiscusspersonnel andlitigationissues Motionwasmade byTrustee
Poorman secondedbyTrusteeBellittoandapprovedunanimously

EXECUTIVESESSION

Inattendance MayorandTrustees VillageAdministrator Village Counsel Village
Treasurer andBronxvilleSchoolBoardPresidentJohnPriesing OnmotionofTrustee
UnderhillandsecondbyTrusteeBellitto theBoardvotedunanimouslytoleaveexecutive
sessionat810pm

MayorMarvinopenedtheregularmonthlymeetingoftheVillage BoardofTrusteesat
8 15pm

BEAUTIFYBRONXVILLEMONTH

MayorMarvinopenedthemeetingbyrecognizing BeautifyBronxvillemonthwhichis
traditionallyheldeveryMay ShethankedtheBronxville BeautificationCouncil theWorking
Gardeners andtheBoulderLedgeGarden Club whosehardworkyearafteryearhelpmaintain
thebeautyoftheVillage Shealsothankedalltheindividualcitizensandorganizationswho
volunteertheirtimetocontributetothebeautyoftheVillage

BRONXVILLEBEAUTIFICATIONCOUNCILPRESENTATIONRE NaturePreserve
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PauletteCastilloGriggs president oftheBronxvilleBeautificationCouncil wasjoinedby
RobertReiterofPeterGisolfiAssociates LandscapeArchitects inpresentingplansonthe
developmentofa naturepreservesponsoredbytheCouncil Ms Griggssaidthearea oncealeaf
dumpsite isoneofthefewremainingopenspacesinourcommunity Itisapproximately2acresin
sizeandislocatedontheeastern edgeofBronxvilleattheendofDusenberryRoad offAlder Lane

Ms Griggssaidmuchofthepreliminaryworkhasbeendonetobeabletoproducethe
schematicdesign createdbyPeterGisolfiAssociates Thisincludesdrainagestudiesandsite
surveysfundedbylocal residents aswellasde mappingofAlderLaneandtelevisionprobingof
existingwaterlinesbytheTownofEastchester

Ms Griggsnotedthatthemostobviousbenefitofaconceptsuchasthisiseducational and
thatinterviewswithschoolofficialsandteachersstronglyindicateaneedanddesireforsuchasite
Otheradvantagespresentedincludethecreationofanenvironmental treasureinanareathatdoes
notlenditselfwelltootheruses andthepreservationofopenspaceinanever moredeveloped
suburbanarea Localresidentsofallageswouldenjoythesalutarybenefitsofhavingaccesstothis
naturaloasis Finally shesaidtheproposalrestoresasitethathaslongbeenneglected atnocostto
theBronxvilleandEastchester taxpayer

Ms GriggsstatedthattheBronxvilleBeautificationCouncilrequirestheofficialapprovalof
theVillage MayorandBoardofTrusteesbeforeitcanproceedwiththisprivately financed
endeavor Oncetheapprovalisgiven theCouncil a not for profit501 c3entity willbeginits
fundraisingeffortfortheinitial 50000sumnecessarytoimplementtheconcept Afurther
campaignwillseek toestablishanendowmentforsite maintenance TheBronxvilleBeautification
Councilwillalsocontinueworkingwiththelandscape architectstofinetunethedesign Elements
ofthisinclude acentralgrassymeadow abirdsanctuary abutterflygarden asectionofwild
grasses circularpaths bothstonedustandgrass andanextensivearrayofindigenoustreesand
shrubs

TrusteeSicaaskedwhowouldberesponsibleforthemaintenance Ms Griggssaidtheidea
wouldbetohaveanendowmentsetuptopayformaintenance

TrusteeUnderhillaskedwhowouldberesponsibleforpolicingthisproperty ChiefDowney
saiditfallsunderthejurisdictionoftheTownofEastchesterPoliceDepartment Ms Griggsnoted
thatEastchesterPolicepatroltherenow

TrusteeSicaaskedwhatthepolicywouldberegardingdogsinthisarea Ms Griggssaid
theyhavenotfocusedondogsandshewasntsureatthispointwhatthedogsituationwill be

MayorMarvinaskedwhereadditionalvisitorswouldpark Ms Griggssaidthatallalong
CrawfordStreettherewasamplespaceforparkingandalsoontheextensionofCrawford

TrusteePoormanaskedifthey envisionedchildrencomingthere Ms Griggssaidshe
discussedthatwithTuckahoeSuperintendentofSchoolsDr MichaelV Yazurloandheis
enthusiasticabouthavinganaturallearningenvironmentinhisdistrict Hesaidthathewouldmake
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theCottleSchoolsrestroomsandcafeteriaavailabletostudentsonfieldtripsandallowother
schools busestoparkintheCottlelot

MayorMarvinthankedMs GriggsandMr Reiterforthepresentation Sheapplaudedtheir
effortstodevelopanaturepreserve Shesaidwewillhaveanopenperiodforcommentsandwill
discusstheproposalinaformalwayattheJune meeting

Theregularmeetingwasrecessed at835pm togotoa publichearing andreopenedat850
pm

RESOLUTION 20052006CAPITALIMPROVEMENTPLANS

OnmotionofTrusteeSica secondedbyTrusteeUnderhill andunanimouslycarried the
followingresolutionwasadopted

BEITRESOLVEDtheBoardofTrusteesapprovesthe20052006capitalimprovement
planasdrafted

APPROVALOFMINUTES

OnmotionofTrusteeBellitto secondedbyTrusteeSica theBoardapprovedtheminutesof
theRegularMeetingofApril11 2005 andthePublicHearingofApril11 2005 asdrafted

DEPARTMENTREPORTS

Departmentreports werepresentedbyChiefofPoliceDowney SuperintendentofBuildings
Pici SuperintendentofPublicWorksCircosta VillageTreasurerFels ParkingCommissioner
MurphyandVillageAdministratorPorr

RESOLUTION YearEndBudgetTransfersS

InconjunctionwiththeVillagesfiscalyear end May31 2005 VillageTreasurerFels
requested thatthefollowingresolutionbeadopted sothathemayrevisethevariousbudgetlines
whereneeded

OnmotionofTrusteeSica secondedbyTrusteeBellitto andunanimouslycarried the
followingresolutionwasadopted

BEITRESOLVEDtheBoardofTrusteesauthorizestheVillageTreasurertomake
necessaryyear endbudgettransfersatthecloseoftheVillage s20042005fiscalyear

RESOLUTION AuthorizationforNewDepository NorthFork BankSS

VillageTreasurerFelssaidthathehadbeenrequestedbyNorthForkBanktoconsider
establishingabankingrelationshipwiththeVillage HesaidithasbeenthepolicyoftheVillageof
BronxvilletostrivetodobusinesswiththosebanksthathaveopenedbrancheswithintheVillage
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Afterspeakingwithfinanceofficersfromothermunicipalities thathavestartedbanking
relationshipswithNorthForkBankandspeakingtotheirgovernmentbankingdivisiontomakesure
theyadheretotheVillagesguidelines VillageTreasurerFelssaidhefeltcomfortable
recommendingthattheBoardpassa resolutionauthorizinghimtoestablishanaccountwithNorth
ForkBank

OnmotionofTrusteePoorman secondedbyTrusteeBellitto andunanimouslycarried the
followingresolutionwasadopted

BEITRESOLVEDthattheBoardofTrusteesauthorizestheVillageTreasurertoestablish
anaccountwithNorthForkBank andtoauthorizeNorthFork Banktobecomeadepository
ofVillagefunds

RESOLUTION CommunityDevelopmentBlockGrantCooperationAgreementS

OnmotionofTrusteeBellitto secondedbyTrusteeSica andunanimouslycarried the
followingresolutionwasadopted

BEITRESOLVEDtheBoardofTrusteesauthorizestheMayortosignan
AgreementwiththeCountyofWestchester forthepurposeofundertakinga
CommunityDevelopmentProgram copyattached

MAYORSREPORT

MayorMarvinreportedonameeting sheandChiefDowneyattendedwithsomeofthe
neighborsintheGardenAvenueareatodiscuss someoftheirconcerns

MayorMarvinextended thankstoJohnPriesing PresidentoftheSchoolBoard Shesaidhe
hasbeenverygraciousinkeepingtheVillageandSchoolinsync Themayorsaidshealsometwith
EastchesterSupervisorTonyColavito

MayorMarvinsaidshehasbeenspendingmostofhertimeontheassessmentissue A
brochureonassessmentswasmailedtohomeowners The VillagealsoheldanInformational

thHearingonAssessmentIssuesonMay4 attheBronxvilleLibrary PanelistsincludedJ Todd
Wiley PresidentoftheNewYorkStateAssessors Association ArthurL Scinta theformerMayor
oftheVillageofPelham PaulN Ritzcovan PresidentofAppraisalServicesGroup Inc of
Katonah NY DavidC Wilkes partnerinHuffWilkes LLP andRobertW Balog Village
Assessor MayorMarvinsaidsheappreciatedallthepeoplewhoattendedthehearing Shesaidthat
Dr JosephEckert DirectorofPropertyTaxPolicyandAdministrationatBearingPointConsulting
isreviewingallourassessmentdata Wearealsolookingattheentiretaxassessment process She
saidtheBoardiscommittedtogettingthisissueresolvedina positiveandexpeditiousway

TRUSTEEREPORTS

TrusteeSicasaidhemetwiththePBAlastweekandhada veryproductivemeetingasa
settingtoenterintothenextroundofcontractnegotiations HesaidtheVillagewantstohaveavery
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positiveoutcomeandweareworkinghardtoaddresstheir issues Hesaidthepolicedoagoodjob
andwewanttoletthemknowthattheyareappreciatedandtohaveasensethattheyarewelcome
here

AsliaisontotheChamberofCommerce TrusteePoormanreportedthattheyarelooking
thforwardtotheJune11 sidewalksale

PUBLICCOMMENTS

DonMcfayden 9AvonRoad askedwhenthetaxassessmentevaluationwouldbereleased

MayorMarvinsaidshedidnthaveadateyet AtthisjuncturewearewaitingforDr Eckert
tocompilethedataandassoon ashegetstheinformationtotheBoardwewillshareitwiththe
community

MeganMcKinley 6CramptonRoad saidthatshelearnedthatNewYorkState doesnotuse
theVillage assessmentrolls ShesaidabouttenyearsagothestatemovedawayfromusingVillage
rollsandjustusestownrolls Ms McKinleyaskedabouttheprocedureforreviewingassessments
andhowtheassessorawardsreductionsforseniorcitizensandveterans

MayorMarvinsaidournewBoardconfigurationofonemonthdoesnot haveanyformalized
proceduresinplacebutsherealizesthatwehavetolookatthat

Ms McKinleysaidshethoughtifweweretoeliminate themaintenanceofourtaxrolland
justusetheEastchesterrollitwouldsaveourtaxpayersmoney Shesaidshejustwantedtomake
surethatistossedintothemix MayorMarvinrespondedthateverythingisonthetable

SteveHoward 23HomesdaleRoad thankedtheMayorforholdingtheInformational
HearingonAssessmentIssues Hesaid asweall learned everytimeweholdoneofthese hearings
morequestionsarise HesaidthathehadspokenwithofficialsfromtheVillageofPelhamanda lot
oftheinformationhegotfromthemisnotconsistentwithwhatwaspresentedbytheformermayor
ofPelhamattheinformationalhearinglast Wednesday Hesaidthosedifferencesincludesuchfacts
astherehasbeennochangeinthevelocityofturnoverofhomessincerevaluation theyhavebeen
averagingabout150sales sincethemid90s seniorcitizensdidntmovefromPelham andthat
therewasnoimpactonthenumberofchildrenenrolledinschoolasa resultoftherevaluation Mr
Howardsaidthatcommercialcertiorarisalsodecreasedbywellover50 Mr Howardaskedthata
meetingbescheduledassoonaspossibleafterthereleaseofthepreliminaryreportwiththeexperts
retainedbytheVillage andconcerned residents

MayorMarvinsaidshereceivedphonecallsfromotherPelhamofficialswhowere in
agreementwiththecommentsmadebytheformermayorofPelhamconcerningrevaluation

TrusteeSicasaidwearedifferent thanPelham Hedoesnotfeelthatitsappropriateto
proceedwithaprocessthatcouldresultwithBronxvilleresidentspayingmoretoEastchester He
saidwehavetobeverycarefulhowweproceedtoensurethatdoesn thappen Wewanttomake
surewedontendupimposingadditionaltaxesontheVillageofBronxvillebecauseofthisprocess
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Mr HowardsaidhefailstounderstandtherelationshipbetweentheVillagetaxrollandthe
Towntaxroll

BetsyHarding 39HomesdaleRoad saidshewantedtomakesurethatMr Eckertsreportis
madeavailabletothepublic SheaskedthemayortoclarifyMr Wilkes role inthisprocess and
askedifhewasrepresenting thepublic theVillageortheTrusteesasagroup

MayorMarvinsaidMr WilkeswashiredbytheVillageandisrepresentingtheBoardof
TrusteesandtheVillageingivingusveryvaluablelegaladvice Herepresents theVillagein
assistingtheTrusteesonallthelegalaspectsoftaxassessment

Ms HardingaskediftherewasachancetheBoardwouldreleasethefulltextofMr Balog s
report

MayorMarvinresponded thatthemajorityoftheBoardhasnotseenthatdocumentandhas
notreliedonittomakea decision

ConnieDevereaux 11GreenfieldAvenue saidthatasreportedinthenewspaper the
assessmentsaresodistortedbecausehundreds ofmillionsofdollarshavebeenspentonrenovations
andmostofthosehomes haventbeenreassessed IftheBoarddoesn tcommittorevaluation she
saidthenumberofcertiorarisaregoingtospike

MayorMarvinsaidthatthepubliccommentsthiseveningpoint outtheneedforexpert
assistanceandtheneedforunderstanding thecomplexityoftheissue Shesaiditwouldbe
irresponsiblefortheBoardtomakeadecisiontonight wehavetowaitfortheevaluationbytheS
experts

MayorMarvincalledforamotiontogointoexecutivesessiontodiscuss personneland
litigationissuesat955pm Amotionwasmade byTrusteeBellitto secondedbyTrusteeSica and
approvedunanimouslytogo intoexecutivesession

EXECUTIVESESSION

InattendancewereMayor andTrustees VillageAdministratorandVillageCounsel

BymotionofTrusteePoorman secondedbyTrusteeUnderhillandapprovedunanimously
theBoardcameout fromexecutivesessionat1052pm

MayorMarvinannouncedtheappointment ofRichardCareyasanAlternateMemberofthe
PlanningBoardtocompletethethreeyeartermexpiringinApril2007

TrusteeBellittoofferedamotion secondedbyTrusteeSica andunanimouslycarried
approving theactionoftheMayorwithregardtotheappointmentofRichardCareyasanAlternate
MemberofthePlanningBoard
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MayorMarvinannouncedtheappointment ofMaryannBugasasanAlternateMemberofthe
ZoningBoardofAppealstocompletethetwoyeartermexpiringinApril2006

TrusteePoormanofferedamotion secondedbyTrusteeUnderhill andunanimouslycarried
approving theactionoftheMayorwithregardtotheappointmentofMaryannBugasasanAlternate
MemberoftheZoningBoardofAppeals

BymotionofTrusteeBellitto secondedbyTrusteeUnderhill approvedunanimously the
Boardadjournedthemeetingat1054pm


